250                     Syed Ahmed Khan.

next year is thus expected to amount to nearly
Rs. 47,000 ; but our full scheme would require an annual
income of Rs. 60,000, and it is to the public generosity
that we look for further endowments. The past
encourages us to hope that that generosity will not be
found wanting in the future. And it is here that we
crave your lordship's permission to mention the names
of a few of our benefactors whose liberality has
afforded us pecuniary aid and given encouragement to
our undertaking. The Earl of Lytton, who during his
stay in India was pleased to take a personal interest in
our college, generously gave us pecuniary help which
proved valuable to us in time of need, and his name
will always be associated with the college as one of its
early benefactors. To the benevolence of the Govern-
ment \ve are indebted for the greater portion of the
spacious grounds upon which the college buildings have
beeo 'erected ; and the generosity of the State, which
began in 1875 with Rs.4,2OO per annum as grant-in-aid,
has now, under the administration of our present
Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Alfred Lyall, been increased
to Rs. 12,000. From English friends, both in England
and in India, the college has received pecuniary help,
which we have deeply appreciated and highly valued -as
a guarantee of the sympathy which we sincerely hope
will, with the advance of education, grow between the
ruling race and the people of India. Conspicuous
among our Hindu supporters is the name of the late
Maharajah of Patialla, whose magnificent endowment
heads the list, which includes the names of the Mah&ra-
jahs of Benares and Vizianagram, and many other
liberal-minded Hindu gentlemen who have favoured
our cause. The difference of race and creed has not
deterred them from helping us ; and it is a matter of
especial gratification to us that among our Hindu
supporters we have the name of that philanthropic lady,
Maharani Surnomoyee. By far the greater portion of
our funds and endowments is, however, naturally
derived from members of our own race and creed.
Foremost among them will always stand the name of
the late Sir Salar Jang, whose untimely death is
lamented by us as a great blow to the cause of the
spread of education, enlightenment, and civilisation
among the Mohammedans of India. His name will